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Deborah Henson-Conant    Karen Montanaro

"Inviting Invention" Performance Exploration Series
Week Four: "Leaps of Faith"
WHO: Performer/Composer Deborah Henson-Conant

Special Guest Karen Montanaro, Mime-Dancer
Moderator/Producer Jonathan Wyner

WHAT:  Inviting Invention – A Performance Exploration Series
     Six Collaborative Explorations crossing Styles, Genres and Disciplines

Week Four: "Leaps of Faith"

WHEN: Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2006 – 7:30 PM

WHERE: Regent Theatre - 7 Medford St - Arlington Center

PRICE: All Tix $8  - check www.HipHarp.com for discounts

TIX: www.RegentTheatre.com / 781-646-4849 / Box Office - 7 Medford St - Arlington

WHAT IS THE "INVITING INVENTION" SERIES? It's a six-week series of performance
explorations with performer/composer Deborah Henson-Conant and special guests from the
fields of music, theater, dance, philosophy, writing, literature, sports, medicine, journalism ...
and everything else!  The show combines performance, interview, and collaboration between
host Deborah Henson-Conant and guests.  Through the creative exploration of diverse minds,
the audience is invited into the worlds of individual creativity and chemistry of creative
collaboration. Example: How is being a nuclear physicist like being a musician, and how can the
two possibly create something together — right now — in front of an audience?

THIS WEEK'S SHOW: Experience the collaboration of dance, mime and music.
Composer/Performer Deborah Henson-Conant and Mime-Dancer Karen Montanaro were both
students of one of the greatest mimes of the 20th century, Tony Montanaro. Shunning the
stereotypical whiteface and silence, Montanaro challenged his students to court the Unknown
and to always "Try something new and see what it does to you."

FOR MORE INFO about the series or DHC: www.HipHarp.com or www.InventionAndAlchemy.com
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Why is this Series being Developed?
The “Inviting Invention” Exploration Series is an opportunity to allow diverse creative
minds a chance to invent something new and imperfect in front of a live audience, yet within
the safety net of exploration.

During a massive 2-year artistic project, developing and producing broadcast-quality DVD of new
orchestral music ("Invention & Alchemy" DVD), producer Jonathan Wyner and performer/composer
Deborah Henson-Conant became fascinated with the interplay between individual creativity
("Invention") and its transformation through collaborative performance ("Alchemy").

They decided to continue exploring the concept and discovered that diverse influences created
unexpected – and rich -- artistic results, that a conversation with a physicist or an ecologist
might be as ripe for onstage performance as performing with another musician. "I began to
wonder”, said Henson-Conant, "why musicians only invite other musicians as 'opening acts' or
special guests.  Why not collaborate on stage with diverse inventors – creating collaborations
that put both our work into broader context?"

Thus Henson-Conant and Wyner developed the "Inviting Invention" Series – inviting guests
from diverse backgrounds to collaborate on stage with Henson-Conant in what they call
"performance explorations."

"This initial 6-week series is an experiment," says producer Jonathan Wyner. "Our long-term
interest is to develop an ongoing series, connect with a video production company, film and
edit the shows for podcast, then use them as a pilot for a broadcast series. At this point
everything is open from the show's format to the series' name. This initial series is a chance
for people to be a part of experimentation at its inception."

Each show is in 3 segments, with a brief intermission.  First, Henson-Conant and her guest
briefly present their individual work. Secondly they "engage the observer" -- describing
what they observed of each other's work and create a proposition for a collaborative
experiment. Finally, they perform a spontaneous collaboration based on the proposition they
created. If time permits, audience is invited for a Q & A.

Deborah Henson-Conant – Brief Bio
Deborah Henson-Conant is known for her renegade performances that mix theatre, music
and humor, and for revolutionizing the elite concert harp into an electric strap-on 31-string
hybrid  she plays in genres from blues to flamenco.   She’s toured as a soloist with the Boston
Pops, opened for Ray Charles at Tanglewood, premiered her compositions with symphonies
throughout the US, lectured at the Paris Conservatory, gotten rave reviews for her one-woman
show at the Edinburgh Fringe, received grants from the NEA and “Meet the Composer”. She’s
been featured on NBC, CBS, and CNN, and PBS. Her recently released DVD, "Invention &
Alchemy," features her one-woman show with 80-piece orchestra. (www.HipHarp.com)

Jonathan Wyner, Producer/Moderator – Brief Bio
Producer, mastering engineer, performer and coach, Wyner has mastered more than 4000
CD's during the last 21 years spanning every musical genre from Opera to HipHop. His credits
range from the extremely well known (James Taylor, David Bowie, Aerosmith, Kiri Te
Kanawa), to the more idiosyncratic and independent artists/labels. He produced of Henson-
Conant’s recent “Invention & Alchemy” DVD.  (www.M-Works.com)

See Page 3 for Guest Bio • Upcoming Guests at HipHarp.com Tour Schedule
More info: www.HipHarp.com or email info@HipHarp.com / phone 781-483-3556
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"Inviting Invention" – Guest Bio
Karen Montanaro, Mime Dancer
A professional ballet dancer and mime artist,
Karen Montanaro travels the world performing her
one-woman show and teaching her approach to
movement "to anyone who wants to learn."

Karen Montanaro joins "Inviting Invention" host
Deborah Henson-Conant for the fourth in a series
of weekly Performance Explorations:

Tue. Oct. 10 at 7:30 pm
Regent Theatre • Arlington, MA
For ticket & other info, see pg. 1

Karen Montanaro calls her art form "Mime Dance," a name that reflects her life experience:

Karen was a professional ballet dancer (Ohio Ballet and Darmstadt Opera Ballet in Germany) for
10 years before her life took an unprecedented turn.  In 1987, Karen saw a man named Tony
Montanaro perform for the first time and knew her life would never be the same.  Tony was not
only the best mime she had ever seen, but also the most dynamic performer.  What's more,
Tony had an international reputation as a teacher of mime and personal style theater.  His
mime dispensed with the stereotypical whiteface and silence, and went to the core of physical
theater: the art of physicalizing character, story and emotion.

Karen decided then and there to devote herself to learning everything Tony had to teach her.
Thus began a magical partnership that would ultimately bring two classical art forms (mime and
ballet) together into "Mime Dance."

Karen and Tony's learning partnership also began a life partnership. They were married in 1989
and spent a dozen years performing, teaching and exploring performance together until Tony's
death in 2002.  Since then, Karen has been touring her solo show worldwide and teaching the
Montanaro Method to children and adults of all ages. Her teaching includes a residency entitled
"Imagination in Motion" for public and private school and a summer intensive with
director/performer Leland Faulkner (another former Montanaro student) at the Celebration Barn
in South Paris, Maine. Faulkner, Montanaro and other students of the Montanaro Method have
just released a documentary chronicling Tony's life and work, called "Theatre and Inspiration."

www.mimedance.com <http://www.mimedance.com>
www.celebrationbarn.com <http://www.celebrationbarn.com>

For upcoming special guests to "Inviting Invention" visit the Tour Schedule at HipHarp.com
For more info visit www.HipHarp.com or contact: info@HipHarp.com / 781-483-3556
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