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Hip Harpist Returns to Roots in Maine
Grammy Nominee Deborah Henson-Conant
Returns to Maine On-stage and on PBS

MAINE: Deborah Henson-Conant straps on her harp like an
electric guitar and strides onto the stage like a rock musician.
What comes next are performances that blur the line
between concert and theatrical event.

But she wasn’t always this way.  It was through her studies
with Maine performer Tony Montanaro at the Celebration
Barn in South Paris that Henson-Conant made the move
from a more traditional harpist to the revolutionary player
she is today.

This summer, Henson-Conant brings that revolutionary style to a new generation of players
when she returns to the Celebration Barn as a teacher. Her week-long performance workshop
July 9-14 culminates in a public performance July 14.

All Henson-Conant's performances blend music with theatrical storytelling and her quirky brand of
humor. The July 14th show will also showcase the talent of her summer workshop students.

Described as a “combination of Leonard Bernstein, Steven Tyler and Xena the Warrior Princess”
by the Boston Globe, Henson-Conant has toured with the Boston Pops, opened for Ray Charles at
Tanglewood, won awards from NEA and "Meet the Composer" and been featured on shows from
NBC’s “Today” to NPR’s “Weekend Edition.”

Henson-Conant's "Invention & Alchemy" airs on  PBS July 19

One week after her visit to Maine, Henson-Conant’s recent recording project, “Invention &
Alchemy,” appears on PBS stations statewide.  The television special takes her live solo show and
adds full symphony orchestra. In “Invention & Alchemy" she reinvents the interplay of soloist and
orchestra into a more interactive and theatrical format she dubs "symphonic music theatre."

The project continues to win awards, from a Grammy Nomination to first prize in the
International Songwriting Competition, and is appearing on PBS stations nationwide. For clips
and purchase info: http://www.InventionAndAlchemy.com.

2007 Maine Events • More info at HipHarp.com
Mon. July 9 – Sat. July 14 South Paris, ME – Summer Harp Camp – Celebration Barn

Sat. July 14 – 8:00 PM South Paris, ME – “DHC & the Harpbreakers”
Live show at Celebration Barn Theatre

Thurs. July 19 – 9:00 PM “Invention & Alchemy” airs on Maine Public Broadcasting

For interview inquiries and more info: (781) 483-3556 • publicity@HipHarp.com • Website: HipHarp.com
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Maine’s PBS Station MPBN airs Deborah Henson-Conant's
TV special “Invention & Alchemy” • July 19, 2007
The entire Maine Public Broadcasting Network presents Deborah Henson-Conant’s
“Invention & Alchemy” on July 19th at 9:00 PM*!  Station locations/channels include:

Bangor WMEB/Chan. 12 & WMED/Chan. 13
Portland-Auburn WCBB/Chan. 10 & WMEA/Chan. 26
Presque Isle WMEM/Chan. 10
*Dates and times are subject to change.  Check your local listings.

What will people see on PBS?
Deborah Henson-Conant plays electric harp and
performs in styles from blues to flamenco.
“Invention & Alchemy” takes us into the mind of
this musical inventor – a world where stories
meet music and a whole symphony orchestra
transforms from a Mexican street band to a
Celtic landscape, to a polka party with the
Garbageman, to a time machine. It’s a one-
woman show…with a cast of 80.

“Invention & Alchemy” features Henson-
Conant’s original music and stories with the 80-
piece Grand Rapids Symphony and conductor
David Lockington. PBS stations throughout the
U.S. began broadcasting “Invention & Alchemy”
in spring 2007.  Maine’s MPBN will broadcast the
show statewide on July 19, 2007 at 9:00 PM.

What will people see on the DVD:
The DVD includes all the scenes from the PBS television special, plus additional
concert segments and over 45-minutes of bonus features.

To see Deborah live:
July 14, 2007 - 8 PM   •  “DHC & the Harpbreakers”  •  Celebration Barn
190 Stock Farm Road, South Paris, ME 04281 • Call to reserve Tix: 207-743-8452
Solo show with vignettes by students from Deborah's week-long performance workshop.

HI-RES PHOTOS: Hi-res downloadable photos of the artist and album artwork
available for download at: HipHarp.com/publicity

AUDIO & VIDEO CLIPS, WHO’S WHO, etc.: InventionAndAlchemy.com

WEBSITES:  HipHarp.com (artist site)  •  InventionAndAlchemy.com  (project site)

FOR MORE INFO or to schedule an interview, contact Michael Belcher at:
publicity@HipHarp.com / 781-483-3556  
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